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1. We felt that o‘ur interpreters gave falthful interpretatiowus during our
many conversations with the Soviets. One of our group knew a little
Russian and could follow the translations enough to check them. 25X1
/Phonetic spelling, last name not recalled. [ |gives lest name 25X1

2,

3.

[vas the younger of our two interpreters and the
more broadminded. e, upon occasion, rerinded the Soviet people we were

talking to th.at we alsc had a point or two, The following are nome

of the topics vn touched upon in our conversations. i

l

8 at the Palace of Pioneers in Tbilisdi asked usg:

Is it compulsory? How many yeers are required?

Do students have asn opportunity for summer vacations? i
Scholarships: | Students et the University of XKharkov asked us abou‘l;
scholarships | | At the Baku Oil College, we were asked if vork.ern'

children cowldl go to collegel | 25X

Books: We met‘ a post-graduate student doing work in Western Europea.n |
langmgea at Stalin University in Tbilisi who likes Shakespeare, C—u.lswortl:y,

Twein, Longfellow, he did not like Shaw, Others we tulked to there liked

O'Henry, Faulkner and Howard Fast. We had our best conversation on

literature with the youth-paper editors who boastec. *hat there is no

illiteracy in the USSR, Thu2y particularly liked Fest (The Spartans, Thirty

Pleces of Silver, Freedom Road) and Dreiser. The students at the Mid.dlc

8School in Kies '“iked Jock London, iKipling, Verne.

Press: We were asked many questions 25X1
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Coeducation: We csked the students at the Kiev »
are coeducctionzl in the USSR, Thelr answers rev
on this., Some felt all schools should be coeducd
apperently have been public debates on this matte
to reach into the top level of the government.

Religion: 7Tue University of Kharkov students apy
wken on~ f aur group said he did not believe in

War: We heerd the Soviet peace slogan everywher:
‘the Baku Worker, who is a strong Communist Party

L]

{iddle School if ell schools
ealed some controversy
tional; some, not, There
r. The disagreement seems

lauded and cheered wildly
God.

we went. The editor of
member, went 6o far as

to say, however, that wer is good|

profiting on the blood of chietsl

Unemployment: We had e huge debate about unemplo

Automobiles: We were asked by many Soviets what

yment

kind of car we had, Ve

were asked hov many peopie have cars |
|

Germans: The Soviete aolways speak o.f the Fascist

‘ occupation. Our girl

Btalin and Mulenkov: Stalin is atill Number One L.n the eyes of the people.
Muzlenkov is not being made into the hero 8telin was. KHe is merely the head

of the govermnment. His plcture rarely 'wolds the center position and we saw

no statues of Malenkov. He 1o usuniuy pictured with the rest of the Commitiee.
Even in the north, Malenkov's plcture and references to him arc not seen very
often. I do not think this is & matter of not having had enough time to get
Malenkov's picture up; I Just do not think thet the Soviets will ever include

him with Lenin and Stalin.

Khrushchev: He 15 the rcal "hometown hero” of the
seen there almost as often es Malenkov's,.

Ukraine., His pilcture Is
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Beria: We never saw afgii.ét}ure of Beries anywhere-even in his home town of
Tbilisi; although we did !occasionally see places vhere\ the picture has
apparently hung. -:In the: i?a.lrk of Culture and Rest at Tbilisi, I visited
the funicular railroad  station which I had read, before reaching the USSR,
had been designed by Berl:!‘.‘ ‘s sister. While at the ste.i:ion, I asked if this
was true and was told that it wes definitely not true.| I noticed that both
Stalin's end another's picture, probably Beria's, had been removed from the
building facade, During aliseries of toasts with the editors of the youth
papers in Tbilisi, I proposed & toast to Justice, I felt the Soviets under-
‘stood my reference 'but; t‘he had to Join me since I ha.d‘ Joined them in their
toasts., It seemed to me %‘t et the purge of Beria hss extended to the Secret
Police; ‘they are very 10“,". ;n public opinion now. ;
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We saw very few cripplédi»]o'k'j melnourished people in the‘UBBR'. In the war
cities of Kiev and Odesss,| however, there were many with wooden legs,
crutches and canes, f ‘

| mhl o | :
Probably the -worst thing in the Soviet Union is it. tollets. Even in the
good hotels and first-clq:E restaurants, they were filthy. All toilets

8

we saw on the collectiire:; Ld state farms were in outhouses and were simpl,:
‘holes in the -ground. These "facilities" were used by everyone.
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